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PBS documentary
is upbeat viewing

Nu maore
eXCUSeS:
I's lime lo
leach the
children.

Thal's
the central
message of
one of the
ful, upbeat : :
lelevision
shows I've  yron will broad-
?::“lil!l:‘l} - cast ""Eatly

',FS 'nur.l Learning™ on

young- Sunday, Sept. B,

slers relurn 3 d
to school 2t3Pp.m., andaon
this week, Sopt. 16 at 11
public edu- P™
calion
advocales
who wanl

lo see more learning in elemen-
lary schools really should walch a
superb PBS TV show, “Early
Learning.”

Can youngsters, even lhose
from troubled [amilies, learn
much more?

Yes, say researchers like Dr.
Lauren Mesnick of the Universily
of Pillsburgh. “Our children are
capable of far more lhan we ask
or expecl of them.”

The program shows classrooms
where il's happening.

“Early Learning” is one of Lhe
quarterly reporls produced for
PDS by award-winning journalist
John Merrow. This show [ocuses
on four research-based, successful
approaches lo improving achieve-
ment of elementary students.

The first, “Acceleraled Learn-
ing," was developed by Stanford
professor 1ank Levin. In visiling
schools, Levin was slruck by the
difference in classes for gifted
students and those for sludents
who were nol doing well. The
bright students worked on aclive,
inleresting projects. The olher stu-
dents often used much less engag-
ing worksheels or lexibooks.

Levin [elt "there was so much
talent wasted," among bolh edu-
calers and students. He developed
"Acceleraled Learning™ o idenlily
and build on ecach sludenl's
slrengths and intercsis. Nine hun-
dred elementary schools around
the nation use his program with
very encouraging resulls.

The sccond program deseribed,
“Core Knowledge,” also has a
slrong record of increasing test
scores. Developed by Dr. E.D.
Hirsch, the idea is o idenlily and
help all youngslers learn the
same enriched curriculum, based
on whal everyone ought lo know.
Hirsch believes schools oflen
make serious mistakes in locusing
loo much on developing skills, and
not enough on the contenl. For
example, ‘'some youngslers learn
aboul Egypl and electricily. Olh-
ers don'l.

With the help of educators and
scholars, Hirsch developed a list
of "Core Knowledge." Many of
the 200 schools using this eurricu-
lum produce major gains in lesl
scores and morale.

The Merrow report also

describes two other elementary

programs lhal I've mentioned in
carlier columns, IU illustrales the
work of Yale psychologist James
Comer and Johns Hopkins profes-
sor Robert Slavin. The show lakes
us inlo classrooms, explaining
how each of these approaches
works, inlerviewing teachers, slu-
dents and principals.

With support from Toyola, the
Annenberg Foundation, Carnegie
Corporation, Pew, Ford and Annie
E. Casey Foundalions, Merrow
and his slalf have produced a [ree
viewer's guide, giving addilional
information about these four
approaches. For a copy, call (212)
941-8060.

If you believe in public educa-
tion, il you believe that leachers
and parenls can make a differ-
ence, you'll find Lhis an encourag-
ing, even inspiring show,

Joe Mathan is deector of the Cenler for
School Change al the Unrversity of Min-
nesola’s Humphrey Institute of Pulic
Aflales. You can reach him in care of the
Pignaer Press al 345 Cedar 51, 5L
Paul, Minn, 55101, or via e mail al
nathaQ0 L @marcon,tc.umn.cduy



